Halloween Safety *
Here are a few tips to keep your pets safe on Halloween:

l Keep all of your candy safely away from your pets especially any kind of chocolate and any type sweetened with the “natural sugar substitute, Xylitol. It takes only 8 oz. of milk chocolate and only 1.5 oz of unsweetened dark chocolate to cause toxicity in a 10 pound dog.  Xylitol, found in many sugar free candies and gums, has been linked to liver failure in dogs. Chewy candy, gum, wrappers and lollipop sticks all can cause potential choking or intestinal obstruction.

l Watch out for candles in Jack-o-lanterns, as curious pets may get burned and wagging tails may knock them over and cause a fire hazard. Even the cutest dressed trick-or-treater may frighten your pets and cause them to behave strangely.  Keep them away from the front door and secured so they can’t escape and become a danger to themselves and others.

l Costumes on pets can be uncomfortable and even dangerous if they restrict vision or the ability to breathe comfortably.  Some pets really like to dress up, but most prefer their birthday suit for Halloween.

l Outdoor pets are also at risk this time of year.  If your dog stays in the yard, check all gates to make sure they are locked and there are no holes or potential escape routes.  Outdoor cats are especially at risk. No one knows why our feline friends have become associated with the macabre and spookiness of Halloween, but please keep them inside for the days surrounding this holiday.

lIf you do decide to walk your dog while trick or treating increase their visibility with a blinking light or glow stick secured to their collar or harness.  Make sure their collars are on securely and that all the tags on the collar are legible with updated phone numbers.

Have a safe and fun Halloween!

* An excerpt from our web site, www.avhsonoma.com
